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‘“ext of Nixon’s Letter on Bombing Halt 


Special 'to The New York Times 
WASHINGTON, Aug. 3 — 
Following is the text of a 
letter sent today by President 
Nixon to Carl Albert, speaker 
of the House. An identical 
letter was sent to Mike Mans- 
field, the Senate majority 
leader. 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

By legislative action the 
Congress has required an end 
to American bombing itn 
Cambodia on Aug. 15. The 
wording of the Cambodia 
rider ds unmistakable; its 
intent clear. The Congress 
has expressed its will in the 
form of law and the Admin- 
istration will obey that law. 

.1 cannot do so, however, 
without stating my grave 
personal reservations con- 
cerning the dangerous poten- 


tial consequences of this 
measure. I would be remiss 
in my Constitutional respon- 
sibilities if I did not warn of 
the hazards that lie in the 
path chosen by Congress. 

Since entering office in 
January of 1969, I have 
worked ceaselessly to secure 
an honorable peace in South- 
east Asia. Thanks to the sup- 
port of the American people 
and the gallantry of our 
fighting men • and allies, a 
cease-fire agreement in Viet- 
nam and a political settle- 
ment in Laos have already 
been achieved. The attain- 
ment of a settlement in Cam- 
bodia has been the unremit- 
ting effort of this Adminis- 
tration, and we have had 
every confidence of being 
able to achieve that goal. 
With the passage of the Con- 
gressional act, the incentive 


to negotiate a settlement in 
Cambodia has been under- 
mined, and Aug. 15 will ac- 
celerate this process. 

This abandonment of a 
friend will have a profound 
impact in other countries, 
such as Thailand, which have 
relied on the constancy and 
determination of the United 
States, and I want the Con- 
gress to be fully aware of the 
consequences of its action. 
For my part, I assure Amer- 
ica’s allies that this Admin- 
istration will do everything 
permitted by Congressional 
action to achieve a lasting 
peace in Indochina. In par- 
ticular, I want the brave and 
beleaguered ' Cambodian peo- 
ple to know that the end to 
the bombing in Cambodia 
does not signal an abdication 
of America’s determination 
to work for a lasting peace 
in Indochina. We will con- 
tinue to provide all possible 
support permitted under the 
law. We will continue to 
work for a durable peace 
with all the legal means at 
our disposal. 

I can only hope that the 
North Vietnamese will not 
draw the erroneous conclu- 
sion from this Congressional 
action that they are free to 
launch a military offensive 
in other areas in Indochina. 
North Vietnam would be 
making a very dangerous 
error if it mistdok the cessa- 
tion of bombing in Cambodia 
for an invitation to fresh ag- 
gression or further violations 
of the Paris agreements. The 
American people would re- 
spond to such aggression 
with appropriate action . 

I have sent an identical 
letter to the majority leader 
of the Senate. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Nixon 


